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A Lotus Flower in the Mud - Yenching
&

"If the hole is covered with filth and dirt, weeds in the country are
not cute If one thrusts a dagger at your breast, you cannot see a fleeting arrow.
If an axe is lifted above your head, then you would prefer to part with your ten
fingerse Not that the weeds, the earrow, or the fingers are unimportant, but there
is a difference between the urgency and tardiness oF things that decides for us
which should come firste"-=ITstin-tzu

To questions like the ones cited above, there can never be a completely
satisfactory solution. You simply have to decide which is more important and
therefore which should come first. After the Sino=-Japenese war broke out, Yenching
was placed in a very embarrassing position. She has been forced to breathe under
the pressure of the enemy; and yet, she was, and still is, one of +the most out-
standing Chinese universities end she has shown herself, as seen in the many
students! demonstrations thaet took place in North China several years ago, to be
the leader of patriotic youths. But how did she manage to continue in these two
years? If I may be allowed to venture an answer from a purely objective point of
view, I would say: The more complicated the situation grows, the simpler our
attitude becomes. This is what makes it possible for Yenching to live on.

Since the time when China armed herself for defence, Peir ¥
long been the eultural centre of North China, has growm more and more dull. Tsing
Hua and the Wational University were removed: many middle schools submitted them-
selves to the tyranny of the enemy. Only Yenching stends undaunted. She is a

lotus flower in the mud, the sole fruit of liberty that there is in Peiping. INo
matter how the enemy tries to persecute her, the answer she gives is always very
(o]

simple, so simple that it can be put into five short ”ordu, that is, the motto

of the University - "Freedom through Truth for Service." This spirit of perseverance,
of course, must be kept up by every single student or faculty member, but nobody
would forget the hard work done by Dre. Stuart, the father of Yenching University.

In September 1937 Yenching opened as usual in spite of the great diffi-
culties that she would have to confronts At the first meeting of the students and
teachers, President Stuart laid before them in a very moving menner the attitude
and standpoint that Yenching was henceforth going to take. Finally he quoted the
famous saying from American history:

"Give me liberty or give me death."
It is with such a spirit that Yenching struggles for her ovm existence.

When speaking of Yenching I think immediately of thousands of different
thingss The gorgeous water tower, the clear blue lake, the two pretty halls as
closely resembling each other as twin sisters, the huge library wherecin are stocked
hundreds of volumes....where else can these be found? Ie must be a beloved child
of the gods who can live in this earthly paredises. In spring you can sit under a
willow tree and listen to the cuckoo crying. In summer rowing a boat in the moon-
light is pleassnt. 1In autum every one wents to lie down for a while in the stone
barge and enjoy the color of falle In winter after the snow you can skate and at
the some time admire the trees around the lake with glassy twigs and branches. How
beautiful and romentic! And yet it is not only these physical enjoyments that I
recall with pleasure, but also the Yenching spirit, es Deblﬂllj the Yenching sprit
as it has developed after the war. "Spirit" is not a mere term. Althonbu it cannot
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be touched or clutched, yet it is often the only expression of Truth. The way the
Yenching sprit expresses itself 1s very frank and natural. The clothes worn by the
students are becoming, simple, and plaine. The hot tempers and restlessness that
characterized the university students of yore gradually disappear. All these are

not, be it understood, enforced by the university nor are they something agreed

upon and caerried out consciously by the students. They are merely natural expressions
of the feelings of the students.

Yenching News. The tongue that speaks for Yenching continued to speak
after hostilities began. Xnowing full well that under such unfavorable conditions
it is extremely dangerous to speak out what one thinks, the editorial staff con-
tinues its work, firmly believing that Truth in this world can venquish any use of
violence. If the Japanese censor wents to see it, all right, go ahead and see. I
there are financial difficulties, they can try to reduce the size, yet none would
be willing to forsake his own vposition, Once an essay which the enemy found to be
"revolutionary" appeared in its literary column. Continual threats were sent to
Yenching, but nobody paild any attention to thems. The newspaper went on just the
same., It is true that this paper has only a small circulation. Yebt we must not

forget that this is the only paper owned by the Chinese north of the Yellow River.

S

Student organizations in Yenching have flourished more than in any other
university in the past. After the war t“ev subsided for a time, but now most of
them have come to life againe A general tendency is to abstain from idle talking
and really do something. The most ambitious of these organizations is "The Tenta
Christian Fellowshjn", being a social group including teachers, students, and
workers. Around this are gathered numerous small groups, the chilef aim of each
being to train a person to get the most out of real life. It gives its members,
on a basis of friendship, a chance to know others, to correct themselves, to
éstablish healthy relationships between people, and to understand what life means.
One thing to be noticed is that, after the war, the members of the fellowship
increased to more than five hundred, a fact probably due to the present turbulent
situation.

~

Literary activities in Yenching have never ceased. Tany ;_"» 5 now
famous s, such as Hsieh Ping—hc*n, s Ti-shan, Hslng Fo=hsi, ao Ch
eng=chieh, Chao Lo=jui, and Wi Shih~chang, ceme from there. Iven now, although
conditions are most unfavorable, we have some litersry Journals and collections,
such as Feng Hu (the Maple Lake), Shao Yldan (the Garden of Shao), Yen Y#lan Chi
(Yenching Titerature), and Li Shu ZHedJEFEEU New writers are not lacking. The
way they strive to seek for light in the utter darkness of t1e North (where,
virtually, there is almost no one writer worth mentioning) is something to be

respecteds

Fa b I
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The Yenching Chorus is the largest organization of its kind in China,
having as 1its members two hundred people, men and women. Under the guidance of the
American professor, lr. Bliss Wiant, it has gone on many successful tours through
North and South China. _Among the oratorios they sing, the "Messiah" espocilally is
everywhere applauded. 1288 the war this oratorio has been sung as usual twice on
every Christmas. On Homecoming Day the ”ﬁoquLﬁm is generally sung, which trans-
lated into Chinese means "to rest one's soul." "To rest one's soull" What words
are thesed” We are now still preparing, resting, but we shall start up and act

someday e

The library has become very crowded. Of course, the fact that the number
£ students has increased a good deal partly explains it. If, however, you go and
ask one of the hard-workinm students, he will give you a quite different answer.
Nobody hurries now to see the newspapers edit od by Lraltors, and yet the news of
Reuters, Havas, Transocean, ebtce and several magazines in English always attract a
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host oF readers. Why? He jl tell you that, too. In the laboratories, except
when ight is not on, there are always people bending over microscopes and
worklng. thy? He will tell you that, too.

The flagpole beside the Biology Euj]dinﬁ has been left idle for two years.

On important occasions, such as the National Holiday, the birthday of Dr. Sun
the first assembly of ”+dd}ﬁt* and faculty members, commencement day, ﬂotnﬂn,
be seen hung there. The flag with a blue sky and a white sun, that of the Chir
Government, is not allowed to appear; but the other kind of flag, which is v
detestable to us, has never been usede. About the gquestion of flags the Univer
Council has discussed many times in detail. Someone suggested that a sort of
promise cah be reached by having the flag of the U.5.As hung up on memorable
but that President Stuart completely refused, saying that, apart from the

the blue sky and the white sun, no flag of any other nationality is to be ado
a svmbo] of Yenching, which is, and will remain forever, Chinese. This then

of

attibtude of Dr. Stuart, as it is that of Yenching as well.
There is a Japeanese professor in Yenching, toos He was Jn~~L‘4 to come by

none other than the President himselfs. Ie is the famous social anthropologist, Dre

Ryuzo Torils Since the aim of Yenta is fundamentally that of forwarding lburalng

and studies, no distinction of nationality needs to be drawn, of course. That Dr,

Torii should stay in Yenching is not unlike the way Shu Shé-yﬁ and Hsiao Chian

mained in England. No course is given by ﬂr. Torii. The only work he is eng

in at present is some historical research in the Harvard-Yenching Institute.

would admit that "truth is what should be sought by all studentd, we would not

mind having more liberal minded Japanese professors in Yenching

L4

Physical Educablon is no less active than in the rqsi.
have been introduced in the past two years, such as paddle i,e'm
ba; s bowling, and golf, all of which were enthusiastically re
‘
1

ein
wysical education in Yenching aims at being popular. It is 1 t ay
as one of the absolutely required courses. Everyone has to take so many roﬂw+o

S
the courses offered by the Physical Education Department.s If he should fail
so, he would not be aolo to graduate, however excellent hils thesis might be. Sinc
the war began, an annual day of sports has been advocated by Pres ident Stua art, in
which teachers, students, and workers participated. Huge groups, including both
men and women, did physical exercises, took part in the humen yen, the game in which
two parties struggle for a flage. We must not consider these sports as merely trifles.
They serve to train the bodles of Chinese youths, giving them constitutions that caz
undergo suffering and hardship, attitudes that are persistent and unwavering, and
a fervent desire to unite. What more should we be afraid of, possessing theae?

In the past two years nothing unfortunate has happened within Yenching on
the campus. Outside, however, students were someltimes arrested by the enemy. The
police and the Japanese soldilers on guard at Hsi Chih Men seemed to take a greut
delight in having an opportunity to examine Yenching students and did everything
they could to make them feel uncomfortable when a Yenching bus was going to or COWﬁnG
from the citye Because of this, students seldom went to town except when pressed by
very important business. To tell the truth, the vile air of the city is in i.uelf
something repellent enough, and most people would prefer to stay on tae campus where
they could breathe more freelye. When the traitor, Pan Yu-kuei, former head of the

ng Police, was going to be the mayor of Tientsin, he visited President Stuart
before he left and handed him, as & token of friendship perhaps, a list of names of
the students the Jupanese wanted very much to have arrested. "You'd better look after
them more carefully," said Pan. "It is not I that should do this," said President
Stuart smiling as he folded up the paper, "You ought to know this better than I do,
because you are all Chinese,"
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On another occasion some traitors of the Hsin Win Tuei, together with
a band of armed soldiers, came to Yenching with the intention of searching the
students! dormitories. This President Stuart refused. The answer was that the
Japanese could use violence and force Yenching to close but no such petty annoy-
ances are to be allowedes As for illegal political activities and other such
jargons, President Stuart took upon himsell the responsibility of guaranteeing
that no student of his ever took part in them. Apart from these, it was futile
to make a careful search. The traitors and the Japanese, unable to find anything
to say, went reluctantly away.

Once a visiting professor in the College of Arts and lLetters suddenly
received a job from the traitors. When this was discovered, President Stuart
instantly asked him to quite The reason is simple. "No faculty member of any
school can at the same time be a government official" is one of the decrees of
the Government Education Board. Yenching is an institution under that board and
of course has to act accordingly. Thus this fellow is forced to leave.

< A most characteristic thing about Yenching is the intimate relations
preserved between the University end the alumni. The Yenching Alumni Club is

the most perfect organization of its kind in China. Its branches stretch out

all over China and inbto foreign countries. In the past on the annual Homecoming
Day there had been people who journeyed hundreds of miles Lo come Gto Yenching.
Since the war began, due to the changed situation, things of this sort are rarer.
The Voice of Friendship, a journal edited by the Alumni Club, stopped, too. Al=-
though we have these external changes, yet no barrier whatever exists between the
alumni and the University. The attitude and the present condition of the University
are understood and sympathized with by every alumnus; and Dr. Stuart, who is now
much advenced in age, still goes about once a year to see how the small alumni
clubs in the other parts of the country are going on., This is one more thing which
holds the alumni close to Yenching. The way he hurries from the north to the south
and then back again, carries news of encouragement to various people. Last year,
for instance, on Homecoming Day, Dr. Stuart just happened to come back from one of
his journeys to the south and in his Message to the Alunmi" we have these moving

words :

"During my recent trip I had the privilege of being entertained by our
alumni associations in every city visited as well as of meeting with many of them
individually. I feel justly proud of the records they are making in their widely
varied activities and locations. But for the purpose of the present article I want
especially to testify to their enthusiastic loyalty to their University and to their
fine spirit of comradeship among themselves. Meny people told me that both of these
characteristics seemed more pronounced among Yenching graduates than those of any
other institution in the country. Whether the comparative estimate is correct or not,
I rejoice in the heartening evidence I have had once more of how real and strong the
bond is between the Yenching family on the campus and its members wherever they go."

What are the high ideals and aim of Yenching? I think that every student
and teacher on the campus, every alumnus who came from Yenching, will understand this
perfectly because it is only with their care and cherishing love that this lotus flower
which issues untainted from the mud can blossom forth into truth.




Lhe Japsnese Werelgn uinister's Trip to Hurope

Local Japanese officials, commenting on the vigit of ir. mMatsuoka
to Germany, point out that the issues are now so complicated and so
catastrophic that they can be satisfactorily deslt with only by one
who has the primary responsibility. Among them speculation is along
the two following lines:

(1) A strengthening of the Axis alliance; firsthand discussion of
policy, with specific reference to Japan's function and to &
guarantee that Russia will not attack manchuria if Japan moves
southward; “ussia either to be won to the Axis alliance, or
reastrained b, German pressure, or jointly defeated by armed force;
careful inquiry as to Uermany'e real fighting capacity sgainst
Great Britein and U.S.A.

A proposal that a comprehensive peace be negotiated; that the
UeloeAs and Russia be invited to participate; that in Zast Asia
there be adjustments that give Japan economic gsecurity. It is
rumored among them that & secret understandin, exists with gl end
by which Japunese mediation would be welcomed. xr. Natsuoks .ith
his Awmerican background could exert influence in the direction of
peaceful settlement, &nd could insist on dependable informetion.
Other Japsnese diplomste would be regarded ag ejither too pro-
German or pro-Anglo-Saxon and therefore be discredited in Tokyo

or in Berlin.

4dnat is more important, nowever, then their theories is tueir
statement that the trip will take about 40 days and that no major
deecision can be made until Mr. matsuoka's return. Allowing for & week
or more for conferences after his arrival in Tokyo, thei policy would
presumably be formed toward the end of April. In confidential asides
it is hinted that one reason why he Himself is making the trip, going
by rail, and spending so long, is deliverately to delay any decisive
cormmitment.

¥emnwhile they ageert that all efforts to discuss peace with the

Chungking Government have been suspended. This can obviously be
belie ved.

Woelie i




A CONFIDENTIAL MEMORANDUM - JULY 14, 1941

The Japanese are now in a self-created quandary. A long conceived national
policy of aggrandisement at the expense of countries weaker in modern armaments led

them to seize Korea in 1910, to make a similar attempt in Eastern Siberia after the
previous Buropean War (foiled by American intervention), to add Manchuria in 1931, and
in 1937 to begin the annexation of China by sections. They have long dreamed of extend=-
ing their empire into the southern islands and would have btaken adventage of the present
European War to do so were it not for their fear of America. leanwhile theyv have Joined
the is, have resented the German-Russien agreements, have made one themse%ves with

Russia, their traditional enemy, despite monotonously stressed slogans against communism,
and now that Germany has attacked Russia - again without taking Japan into her confi=-
dence = they are pondering whether to renew the attempt to steal Bastern Siberia regard-
less of the obligations of that peculiarly worded pact with Russia.

This incomplete resume is given merely by way of reminder. In all this
there has been no clearly formulated policy beyond the basic urge. Japsn has watched
and waited, plotted and deceived. She has been opportunistic and often wavering as to
issues of expediency, with no moral inhibitions whatever. The same has been notably
true of the China War, both as to its inception, its continuance, and the various
blundering attempts to end it. Their leaders, and perhaps the majority of their people,
differ only as to details of procedure or degrees of aggression. It is supremely impor-
tant to keep all this in mind as the time approaches when Japan will be forced to seek
8 peace negotiated between America, China and herself, or possibly a conference includ-
ing Great Britain and more comprehensive in its scope.

Japanese statesmen, and even high military officers, have become steadily more
aware of the necessity of settling the China War by (1) dealing with General Chiang
Kai-shek, (2) the withdrawal of all armed forces from Chinese soil and territorial waters,
and (3) some form of American participation. But the later two of these conditions are
especially obnoxious and so unpopular that any individual or group advocating them would
be in real denger. Last October Mr. latsuoka, with permission from an Imperial Con-
ference, and in a handwritten letter proposed to General Chiang the withdrawal of troops
within a year or, if this were too long a period, six months. This was the first official
approach, although there have been many informal attempts both before and since. TIts
rejection by General Chiang was very disconcerting to lire. llatsuokaes The so-called Am-
bassador to the Nanking puppet regime, lir. Honda, has since made & similar proposal to
settle the war by diplomatic means and when he and Wang Ching-wei had obviously failed
and he was finding it difficult to explain this in Tokyo he sent an appeal to lir. Wang
to come and help him out. This is the chief reason why Mr. VWeng made the trip in the
early summer instead of next fall as originally intended.

For some months past an influential element among Japanese leaders has been
ready to open the way to peace negotiations even on the three conditions mentioned above.
They want to be assured that the President of the United States and General Chiang
would agree in advance to such a conference. But they have been forced to realize that
their most serious obstacles are internal. The opposition has stiffened with the aware-
ness that the hoped for discussions with General Chiang or his representatives are
impossible, and with the shifts caused by the Russian Wiar. Their military and civilian
exploitation of occupied territory - especially in North China - has been so thorough-
going that any thought of the economic consequences of troop withdrawal spells humilia-
Tion and financial disaster. It must be expected therefore that another cycle,of watch-
ing Buropean events, renewed frightfulness such as in the bombing of Chungking, intri-
gues in various directions, etc., must run its course. It may therefore be expected
that about next October there will be a recrudescence of peace feelerss
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‘July 14 lMemorandum - 2

One convineing instance of the unprincipled nature of Japanese opportunism
is their treatment of communisme This has always been one of their arguments for
the China VWar and remains almost the only one. It is the ostensible reason for join-
ing the anti-comintern axis alliance. Yet when they saw a fancied advantage in mak=
ing an agreement with Russia they did so, just as they are now preparing to attack
that country on her eastern border if or when they think they can get away with it.
This spring they attempted an intrigue with Chinese communists on a sort of live-and-
let-live or mutual non-aggression basis, in order that both might weaken Chiang
Kai-ghek who had previously fought Chinese communism for some ten years, not only
unaided by Japan but while that country was sedulously fomenting sectional strife
aimed against Chiang's uwnification program.

It is to the credit of the communist leaders that they were impervious to
these seductive offers. Soon after the Germen invasion of Russia llao Tse~-tung -
the leader popularly suspected of party rather than national loyalty = issued a
three-point order to all party members the substance of which is to do nothing pro-
vocative and to be patient in all internal relations, to worlk for recovery of the
united front against Japan, and to support the democratic movement within China and
throughout the world together with Great Britain, the United States, and Russia,
against every form of dictatorship.

They have for the present at least abandoned their southward drive, despite
much preparation and many lingering impulses. Nor is it probable that they will carry
out the 8iberian venture, at any rate unless there is a Russian collapse. Even in
this event they fear America. There is therefore only the remotest danger of war be-
tween these two countries. Quite recently student demonstrations are reported to have
been staged in Tokyo against an American war as being too dangerous - and this with-
out police interference. American pressure can be effective now as never beforeees
The glamorous idealization of this warrior race as fighting for national honor can be
ignored. They are now at any rate merely opportunist, vacillating and sordidly con=
cerned with economic anxieties or aims. Aid to China - the more spectacular the
better - and increasingly stringent blockade measures, are all that is needed. The
Chinese who lmow them best wonder why we delay.

Among these Chinese opinions all point toward a speedy ending of the war
on terms acceptable to China and the United States if the latter will give more prompt
end effective assistance. Even as things are, and always assuming that Japan gets no
great benefit from unforeseen BEuropean happenings, these shrewd observers feel that
Japan cannot carry on very much longer. As a purely economic issue one of them allows
two or three years. But the psychological element cannot be ignored. Another Chinese
who has been closely associated with them thinks that the combination of moral and
material factors will force Japan to secure a settlement by spring or early summer of
next years The former Chairman of the local puppet govermment predicts that this may
come even within the calendar year.

Not only for its own great gains but because of its direct bearing on the
course of events in Europe, this relatively insignificant American expenditure would
seem abundantly worth whilee Military aviation and currency stabilization would seem
to be the most beneficial forms for such aid both in view of China's needs and in
impressing Jeapan with the futility of continuing her intrusion upon Chinese independence.
If the thesis of this memorandum that the prevailing Japanese mood is one of perplexed
and worried opportunism is at all correct, it follows that America can avert later
dangers for herself, prove the reality of her goodwill for China, and actually serve
the better interests of Japan by the measures advocated above.

J' L. S.




NOTES

August 30, 1941

A Japanese diplomat, who returned two or three days ago from
e brief visit to Tokyo, reports that the political atmosphere there is
murky, with the brooding stagnation that presages a storm. Mo one cares
to talk. All are wateching the European War, especially as it affects
Russie, and the trend of discussions in Washingtone. There will be no
chanpge of cabinet in the immediate future for it is realized that this
would not be a fundamental solution and that the fateful decision as %o
national policy must be otherwise reached.

S ook % ok ok ok ok % ok k%

Although Japencse militery euthorities have assured their
Chinese puppets that Weng Chinp=wei will not be allowed to extend his
nominal control into North China, vet it may be expected that - contrary
to the first reasction to this decision = he will soon make & brief visit
heree It is not @xpected that this will have any political sirmificance.
His 4dnability to encroach upon North Chine is partly due to factional
Jjealousies among the Japanese military, partly also to the feud between

the army and the Foreign Bffice. The latter has long heen honing to use
the Wang organization as the diplomatic instrument for reaching en undere
standing with the National Govermment in Chunglking.




(Not for Publication)

YENCHING UNIVERSITY
SECOND MEMO ON REOPENING OF UNIVERSITY IN FREE CHINA
JUNE 4, 1942

OCCUPATION OF YENCHING BY THE JAPANESE

December 8, 1941 was a Mondays, While the University was in its 8-9 o'clock
class in the morning, Japenese gendarmes and special service men appeared on the
scene, Sentinels wore stationed at all the University and compound gates and meet-
ings were ordered of students, Chinese faculty, end foreign faculty separatelys An-
nouncements were made at these gatherings to the effect that hostilities had broken
out between Japen and the UsS.A. and Great Britain, that Yenching was to be taken
over, and that detailed instructions as to the future of faculty and students would
soon arrive from Tokyo. While the University buildings were being sealed up, ar=-
rests were made of some eight Chinese faculty members and twenty students. On
December 9th, students were ordered to leave the University between 10200 A.M, and
3300 P.M, The tension and confusion on the campus during those couple of days were
beyond description.

President Je. L. Stuart was spending that week-end in Tientsin, helping the
local alumni to raise a $100,000 scholarship asid fund. He was immediately put
under arrest, transferred to Peking, and put in the American Legation barrackse
Early in February, when the other immates of the barracks were taken out to
Tientsin, President Stuart was transferred to the Ying Compound, residence of the
Director of the P.U.MeC. There were also Dr. Houghton and two other American
doctors kept in the same compound. So President Stuart hes been in good company,
but practically without any facility of communication. He was allowed to visit the
University once and have lunch with some of the members of the University intern-
ment camp, all under close watch of the Japanese special service men. He has also
boen frequently examined by the Japanese authorities.

Regarding the Anglo-American group, late in March Professor Lucius Porter
wrote the following on & postcard to Miss Grace Boynton of Chengtui

"There are seven households of us here in South Compound and three in
East Compound. (The three are Dr. Loehr, who has his married sister,
her husband and their two children with him, Mr, Jowett Murray, &
British professor in the School of Religion, who has two children,
end Mr, Walter Davis.) Two persons live in Haitien. (Miss Burtt

and Dr. Brown.) Three femilies in Chengfu. (The Ridges, the young
Stanleys, and Mr. E. K, Smith and his daughter Dorotheas) We are
forty-two adults end four children. Dr. de Vargaes and his family
have moved to Peking where he is helping in the Swiss office caring
for alien interests. We are all well and busy. We are orgenized

as a communal group with financial, housing, supplies, medical and
executive committees, with due time for relaxation. Morale is highs
President Stuart resides by order in Peking in the Ying Compound with
three Rockefeller associates. Thirteen Chinese colleagues have been a-
way from us in the oity since the *accidont'," .

An attempt was made to radio the gist of this message from Chungking to America
ebout a month ago. It is hoped that it has been received by some people and cir-
culated to all friends and relatives in all countriese

As to the Chinese faculty, two batches of arrests have been made and the
following list is as far as we can moke outs




First Batch

Professor Co W Luh, Chairmen of Graduate School and Professor of Psychologye
Dean T. C. Chao, Dean of School of Religione

Professor Chang Tung-sun, Professor of Philosophy.

Dean Gideon Chen, Dean of College of Public Affairs.

Chao Cheng-hsin, Chairmen of Department of Sociology.

Liu Hoshsuan, Chairmen of Department of Journalism,

Lin Chia-tung, Director of Studiess

Tui Ai-chen, Registrar. (x)

Second Batch

Professor William Hung, Professor of History and Director of Yenching Office
of Harvard-Yenching Institute of Chinese Studiess

Dean Henry H. C. Chou, Dean of College of Arts and Letterse

Professor Teng Chih-cheng, Professor of History.

Professor Yuan Wen-pu, Professor of Economics. (x)

Stephen I, O, Tsai, Controller.

Hsiao Cheng-yi, Assistant to the President. (x)

Shen Shou-chuan, Director of Nanking-Yenching Agricultural Experimentation
Station, (x)

(x indicates those who have been releaseds )

These Chinese colleagues have been kept in military prisons and, because of
their uncompromising attitude, tasted the Japenese third degree. While we all
sympathize with them and their femilies for this suffering end tribulation, it
should be pointed out that the effect of the patriotic and righteous stend that
they have taken with imminent danger to themselves in full sight on the student
body, scattered as it is, and the general public is nothing short of being electrics

There is one report that the whole group have been released recently. It has not
been possible to verify the news, but we all hope that this might be true. All
students arrested since last December have been released probablye

There wes & time when certain factions in the Japenese regime planned to
keep Yenching open under their supervision end to their own end, This was even
more true of the P.U.M.C. But in both cases, that is a matter of the past and the
Japenese have closed both institutions for good.

1MMOVEMENTS OF FACULTY AND STUDENTS

As indicated in the last section, all foreign faculty of Americen or British
nationality are kept in intermment. The only exception are Mr. end Mrs. Micheel
Lindsay, tutor in the Modern Greats course, and Mr, and Mrs. William Band, professor
of physics. It is reported that these people got the news of the fighting on the
Pacific over the radio, and left the University within an hour of the arrival of
the Japanese. Presumably they have hiked into the Western Hills which are right
adjacent to the Chinese guerrille areas thet extend all over Shansi and Shensi. Mre
Lindsay made his trip to Chungking some two years ago by the same route, snd seemed
to heve gathered a good impression of the "8th Route Army". Nobody hes heard about
these people sinces We used to be curious, but now we begin to worry a littles

During the eerly months of this year, the Chinese faculty were not free to
move from their university residences, while the students shared in the general
feeling that Japan would be finished in three to six months. By spring time, the
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Japanese authorities started urging faculty and students to join the bogus universi-
ties in Peking. While a good meny of the students were campelled to register, it
did not dempen the general desire for migrating over into free China. Even though
they had no way of knowing about the preparations on this side for reopening the
Tniversity, the gloomy prospects of life under Japenese control was enough to start
some of them on the risky end hard journey of coming overs The routes are mainly
two; nemely the northern route via Loyang end Sian and the southern route via
Kinhua and Hengyang, etc. They have to travel in small groups of two or three in
bands of merchants. Up to now, some 20 people have arrived at Chengtu, 40~50 are
reported this side of the enemy lines along both routes, and a large number are
sti1l in occupied territory waiting for word from these pioneers. Almost 100 people
are gathered in Shanghai all ready to come over, but the recent military pressure on
Chekiang hes blocked the southern route and will probably delay the arrival of this
group for some time. The first groups arriving at Loyang were overjoyed by the re-
ception preparations that have been arreanged from this side and by the news of
probable reopening of their alma meter in free China., One of the boys volunteered
to go back to Peking and spread the news. It is hoped that much lerger numbers

will turn up when this boy has had time to do his job, Our estimate is that unless
the war operations in the several areas should get too serious there will be 150-200
students end 20-30 faculty and steff members gathered here by the end of this sumner,

The four faculty members reported this side of the Japenese lines up to now
heppen to be all Yenching alumni and they are listed as follows:

Miss Chou Li-chiu (M.A., New York School of Social Work), Department of Social Works

Mr. Wu Chi-yu (Ph.D., Princeton University), Department of Political Science.

Miss Lu Hui-ching (M.A., Wellesley College), Physicel Educetion Director for
Women'ts Colleges :

Miss Chen Fong-chih (Ph.Di, Bryn Mewr College), Department of Political Science.

LATEST ON REDPENING THE UNIVERSITY IN FREE CHINA

Drs. Yo P. Mei and Han Ching-lien were sent to Chengtu by the Committee on
Reopening to look into the possibilities and problems for reopening Yenching in
Chengtu on or neer the West China Union University cempus (Hua Hsi Pa). All four
Christian colleges already on that cempus were most cordial to these Yenching repre=-
sentatives end promised to help in every way possible. Arrengements were made with
the W.C.U.U. for the latter to extend its academic hospitality to Yenching students
end teachers that would arrive in the spring. Up to the time of writing this report,
one Yenching faculty member is already teaching in the W.C.U.,U. Department of Soci=
ology, end some twenty odd students are making thet institution their academic home
for this semester. ;

On the basis of the report and observations on Hua Hsi Pa, the Committee on
Reopening mede a number of decisions which are summarized as followss

Buildingss

There is a hope of Yenching being allowed to use a number of the rooms in the
big new W.C.U,Us hospital building for office and classroom purposess In return the
Yenching Committee will be ready to meke a substantial contribution to enable the
completion of the building,

Governor Cheng of Szechuen considers it an honor to have Yenching come to
Chengtu, and promised to meke available the premises of a school at the present
occupied by some military organizations. Further negotiations and a good deal of
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repairs will be necessary. But, with the use of this school, the major problem of
dormitory space for men students and e University center will be solved.

Arrengements are also being made to rent a vacant Methodist girl school to
be used as women's dcrmitory.

1f all these negotiations are successful, most of the time, trouble, and high
cost for putting up new buildings will be saved.

Book:s nng_ﬁquipment:

The W.C.U.U, Library has been considerably strengthened by the guest insti-
tutions, notably Nenking Universitye. It is hoped that Yenching faculty and students
may be allowed to enjoy the usual library privileges, but efforts will also be made
to build up & working reference reading room for our own group to facilitate their
studies and to relieve the increasing congestion on the general librarye

Science equipment makes & problem much more difficult to solve. There is &
science building on the campus put up by the A.B.C.C.C. for the common needs of all
the institutions. Presumably, Yenching will be allowed equal privileges in this
building. Science apparatus are at the present unobtainable. It is hoped that some
arrangement might be worked out by which Yenching might be allowed to use the appa-
retus of the other institutions, such as in the early morning or evening hours. The
worst comes with chemicels. Probably the only feasible arrangement will be for Yen-
ching to secure guest«student privileges for its more advanced chemistry students
with the other institutionse.

Colleges and Departmentss

It is difficult to say yet which colleges and how many departments will be
included in reopening Yenching, as we have decided to organize the new institution
around the faculty and students who have come out from North China as the center,
But the decision to operate at Hua Hsi Pa enables us to’do much more with natural
science work than we at first thought was possible.

Faculty and Studentss

Besides the faculty and students who will arrive from North China and form
the core of the new institution, the present plan also envisages limited supple=-
mentation of both faculty end students. A freshmen class of moderate size will be
admitted in order to keep up the continuity of the University. However, the total
of the new students shall not exceed that of the old.

Budget and Finance:

Miss Priest of Ginling College kindly spent two long sessions with us, work-
ing out a tentative budget for annual expenses and initial expenses on the basis of
a hypothetical student body of 250-300 end faculty end staff of 40-50. In round
figures, the budget for annuel expenses amounts to a total of US$40,000 end that
for initial expenses approximetely an equal emounts, These were all worked out on
the basis of current costs of last April and with very little margine After the
approval of the budget by the Committee on Reopening, & cable request was sent early
in May for "66620 gold minimum or 79620 adequater against rising cost". This will
still leave some half million National Currency Dollars to be raised locally. Re-
guests have been sent to the Ministry of Education, the China Foundation, and the
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British Indemnity Board of Directors for subsidies. All that can be said about
these local prospects at this time is that they are good.

It is specially encouraging to report that we have already secured a three-
year grent of NC$100,000 from the Ta Kung Peo, which is the paper that received the
Missouri Journalism Medal for 1941. This sum is the major portion of a journalism

scholarship fund in memory of Mr. Chang Chi-luan, the deceased editor of the papers
We are happy to receive this money for it helps to rebuild our journalism depart-
ment, and even more for the recognition that such a gesture brings the University.

Yo Po Mei
Chungking.




September 4, 1942

A REVIEW OF CONDITIONS AT YENCHING UNIVERSITY, PEKING, CHINA.

The S8. Gripsholm brought a large contingent of Americens, some of whom
had close contact through correspondence or personally with the Yenching campus,
and personnels, Those who brought first hand news were Mr, Jo Be Wolfe of the diplo=~
matic staff in Peking and Mr, John Goette of the International News Service at Pek-
ing. Those who have received news through correspondence were Mrse. Lawrence Thurston
of Ginling, who was located at Nanking, Miss Katharine Russell of the Shantung Chrise=
tian University staff, who sew Miss Hilda Hague in Shanghai. Of course, the most
complete story is told by Mr. Goette because of his intimate associations with the
Yenching staff and of his freedom to interview people in Peking. These interviews,
however, were arranged very largely through dental appointments. It appears that
the Americens in Peking have had more dental work done in the past year than the
cambined work throughout the rest of their lives. In June the conditions were

about as followss-

In the very beginning the buildings were seized and sealed, The univer-
sity staff was intermed on the campus; but later moved to the South Compound., Dr,
Stuart was in Tientsin on December 8th but was brought back to Peking, eand later
taken to the campus where he spent a day with the staff conversing freely. Then
he was returned to Peking with additional clothing and a considerable quantity of
books. He was confined to the P.U.M.C. compound together with Dr. Houghton. The
Chinese heads of departments of the university were interned but after about a
month they were released, not having experienced any undue hardship., It is known
that Dr, Wu Ch'i-yu of the Dopartment of Political Science has gone west along
with Miss Lu Hui-ch'ing of the Physical Education Department and Miss Agnes Chen
of the Home Economics Department. It is also understood that Professor Cheng
Lin-chuang of the Sociology Department is enroute to Chengtu with his wife and
childe It is reported that William Band and Michasel Lindsay escaped from the
campus early on the morning of December 8th in the President's car and found refuge
in the Western Hills but have not been heard from since. It appears thet sometime
in Jenuary Dr. Stuart and Dr. Houghton were removed to the Henning Building,
Yei-chia Pu Street, adjacent to a noisy Chinese cabaret. Mr. Bowen end Dr, end
Mrs. Snepper of P.U,M.C. accompenied them and they have been living in these
quarters ever since. It seems that they have been fairly comfortable with sufw
ficient food and opportunity for daily exercise under guard. The foreign faculty
at Yenching from the very beginning, pooled funds end as soon as possible they
started a vegetable garden which has been of great use,

The picture Mr. Goette paints of the Yenching campus was gleaned largely
through contacts with Dr. Lucius Porter. Dr. Porter desires to remain and be the
"first to hoist the Americen flag over Yenching" after the war is over. Dr. Porter
stated that the Library and Science buildings had not been looted up to June 13th
but the food supply in the water tower had been teken by the Japanese. The
teachers on the campus were living comfortably and although prices were high, food
stuffs were fairly plentiful. Miss Speer was living in her own home and Miss
Wegner contributed to the morale of the staff through her ability to turn adverse
circumstances into humorous incidents. In the past, Yenching students have looked
down upon the Catholic University in Peking, yet Father Fyfle, the head of the
university and a German Catholic, was heard in a vigorous appeal to the Japanese
authorities seeking the release of Dr. Stuart and Dr, Houghton, A few Yenching
students have been teken into the Catholic University, although they were for=
bidden to do so by the Japanese. The story that a Peking-Yenching University was
to be founded, grew out of the insistence of the Japanese that the Yenching
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students register with the Peking authorities., After much deliberation the
greater number followed these instructions and were placed in various govermment
schools. There is no such thing as a Yenching University in operation at Pekinge
More specifically, Stephen Tsai, Gideon Chen, Henry Chou and William Hung are all

free,

Mr. Goette voices the personal opinion that those so inclined should stay
on in North Chiha, as it provides a spearhead for educational occupation. The
conditions are not unbearable and while the Japanese with the gun and sword is
still a dangerous foe, yet there is an inferiority complex which restrains ab-
solute violence to Americans.

Dre Stuart seems to stand the situation very well indeed and looks about
as usual., Contrary to reports recently heard that he had been greatly maltreated,
a cable through the Swiss Government and received in America on August 27th, states
that Dr. Stuart is fairly well and continues to be under detention, together with
Dr., Henry S. Houghton and Trevor Bowen of the Peking Union Medical College.




OFFICIAL LISTENING POST
: of
BOARD OF INFORMATION
REPUBLIC OF CHINA
The following was transmitted by the Chinese International Broadcasting Station XGoY,
Chungking, China,

Recorded and transcribed by Dr, Charles E. Stuart, 461 E. Main Street, Venture, Calif,
SEPTEMBER 16, 1942 - 1430 GMT - 7.30 A.M., PWT « 9635 K.C,

NOTEs- THE FOLLOWING IS AN ARTICLE FOR THE MAGAZINE "CHINA AT WAR." THE ARTICLE

IS ENTITLED "YENCHING UNIVERSITY TO REOPEN IN CHENGTU." -~ BY Cs Ys HSUs

CLOSED DOWN BY THE JAPANESE FOLLOWING THE OUTBREAK OF THE PACIFIC WAR LAST
DECEMBER YENCHING UNIVERSITY IN PEIPING WILL BE REOPENED IN CHENGTU, SZECHWAN
PROVINCIAL CAPITAL, IN SEPTEMBER. THE GROUND WORK FOR REOPENING THE UNIVERSITY HAS
BEEN COMPLETED BY THE OFFICE ON PREPARATIONS. TELMPORARY PREMISES HAVE BEEN CHOSEN,
INITIAL AND ANNUAL MAINTENANCE HAVE BEEN LARGELY SECURED, COsOPERATION WITH OTHER
CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITIES IN CHENGTU HAS BEEN ARRANGED, A4 PART OF THE FACULTY AND STU-
DENTS HAVE ARRIVED FROM PEIPING AND ENTRANCE EXAMINATIONS WITH A RECORD NUMBER OF
CANDIDATES HAVE BEEN HELD.

APPROVAL FOR REOPENING THE UNIVERSITY HAS BEEN OBTAINED FROM THE BOARD OF TRUS=-
TEES IN NEW YORK AND THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION AND SUPPORT AND ASSISTANCE HAVE BEEN
PROMISED BY THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT AUTHORITIES, THE YENCHING ALUMNI ASSOCIATIONS AT
HOME AND ABROAD AND OTHER INTERESTED ORGANIZATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS BESIDES THE BOARD
OF TRUSTEES OF THE UNIVERSITY .ND INTERESTED FOUNDATIONS IN AMERICA. THE PROJECT OF
REOPENING YENCHING IN FREE CHINA WAS FIRST DISCUSSED AT AN EMERGENCY MEETING OF THE

CHUNGKING-YENCHING ALUMNI ASSOCIATION SHORTLY AFTER THE PACIFIC WAR BROKE OUT.

SENTIMENTS WERE STRONG AND A VOTE WAS TAKEN FOR REOPENING THE ALMA MATER IN FREE

CHINA« DURING THE SUBSEQUENT WEEKS FACULTY MEMBERS AND THE ALUMNI COMMITTEE MET
SEVERAL TIMES. SIMILAR EXPRESSIONS AND REQUESTS FOR REOPENING THE ALMA MATER WERE
RECEIVED FROM ALUMNI GROUPS IN LANCHOW, KWEILIN, CHENGTU AND OTHER CITIES., THE
MATTER WAS FINALLY PRESENTED TO DRe He He KUNG, CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

OF THE UNIVERSITY. IN SPITE OF HIS INDISPOSITION AND GREAT PRESSURE OF STATE AFFAIRS
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. HE CALLED A MEETING OF THE MEMBERS AND FORMER MEI/BERS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS RESI=-
DENT IN CHUNGKING. THE EMERGENCY BOARD AT THIS MEETING TOOK ACTION TO PROCEED WITH
THE MATTER OF REOPENING THE UNIVEPSITY IN FREE CHINA. IT APPOINTED A COMMITTEE ON
REOPENING OF THE UNIVERSITY WITH CEVERAL MEMBERS.

THE PURPOSE FCR KEOPENING THE UNIVERSITY AS OUTLINED BY MEMBERS OF THE EMERGENCY
BOARD IS FOUR-FOLD: ONE - TO MAINTAIN THE CONTINUOUS AND UNBROKEN RECORD OF THE UNIw
VERSITY:-EHQ - TO CLARIFY THE FOSITION OF THE UNIVERSITY WITH REGARD TO THE JAPANESE
REGIME AND TO FORESTALL THE POSSIBILITY OF A BOGUS "YENCHING UNIVERSITY" BEING OPER=-
ATED IN PEIPING; THREE - TO ENABLE FACULTY MEMBERS AND STUDENTS WHO ARE EXPECTED TO
BE ARRIVING IN FREE CHINA TO CONTINUE THEIR UNIVERSITY LIFE UNDER THE SPIRIT AND
IDEALS OF YENCHING; AND FOUR - TO SUPPLY THE MUCH NEEDED PERSONNEL WITH THE PROPER
SPIRIT OF SERVICE FOR THE NATIONWIDE RECONSTRUCTION AND BUILDING UP OF A NEW CHINA.

WITH REGARD TO EDUCATIONAL POLICY MEMBERS OF THE EMERGENCY BOARD ARE OF THE

OPINION THAT BESIDES MAINTAINING THE GENERALLY HIGH ACADEMIC STANDARD THAT CHARAC=-

s

TERIZES YENCHING EMPHASIS SHOULD BE PLACED ON CHARACTER BUILDING AND DEVELOPMENT OF

N

SPIRIT OF SERVICE AND UNDERSTANDING OF THE PRESENT EPOCH IN CHINA'S HISTORY AND OF

CHINA'S ROLE IN THE NEW WORLD ORDER.

IN ORDER TO PRESERVE THE EDUCATIONAL SPIRIT AND STANDARD OF THE UNIVERSITY IT
WAS DECIDED THAT THE FACULTY BE COMPOSED OF MEMBERS ACCORDING TO THE FOLLOWING PREFER
ENTIAL ORDERs MEWMBERS OF THE PRESENT FACULTY WHO HAVE OR WILL COME OUT TO FREE CHINA;
FOﬁEIGN MEMBERS OF THE FACULTY WHO ARE NOW IN FREE CHINA; ALUMNI OF THE UNIVEQSIT&
WHOSE FURTHER STUDY AND EXPERIENCE QUALIFY THEM FOR APPOINTMENT ON THE FACULTY AND A
LIMITED NUMBER OF OUTSTANDING SCHOLARS TO BE INVITED TO JOIN THE FACULTY FOR SPECIFIC
NEEDS AND PURPOSES, THE STUDENT BODY WILL BE LIMITED TO TWO HUNDRED FIFTY OR THREE
HUNDRED STUDENTS ABOUT HALF OF WHOM SHOULD BE PRESENT STUDENTS WHO HAVE OR WILL COME
OUT FROM PEIPING e

IMMEDIATELY AFTER ITS ORGANIZATION THE OFFICE ON PREPARATIONS TOOK STEPS TO

TRANSMIT THE NEWS OF THE REOPENING OF THE UNIVERSITY TO TEACHERS AND STUDENTS IN
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NORTH CHINA SO AS TO ENCOURAGE THEM TO COME. RESPONSES TO THE APPEAL FOR FUNDS TO
HELP THE FACULTY MEMBERS AND STUDENTS COMING OUT FROM PEIPING AND TO COVER EXPENSES
ON PREPARATIONS WERE INSTANTANEOUS. DR Hﬁ He KUNQ WAS THE FIRST DONOR, GIVING TEN

THOUSAND CHINESE DOLTARS FOR PREPARATION EXPENSES. HE ALSO TELEGRAPHED THE COMMAND=-

FACULTY MEMBERS AND STUDENTS COMING TO FREE CHINA. THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES IN NEW YORK
REMITTED TEN THOUSAND UNITED STATES DOLLARS.

NOT LONG AFTER THE ENEMY'S CLOSING DOWN OF THE UNIVERSITY STUDENTS BEGAN TO
TRICKLE OUT TO FREE CHINA. THESE FIRST GROUPS HiD NO KNOWLEDGE AT ALL OF PREPARATIONS
BEING MADE FOR REOPENING THE UNIVERSITY IN FREE CHINA. THEY TOOK FLIGHT FROM PEIPING
PRINCIPALLY BECAUSE THEY WERE SICKENED AT THE OPPRESSIVE AIR AND GLOOMY PROSPECTS OF
LIFE UNDER ENEMY CONTROL. ARRIVING IN LOY.NG THEY WERE OVERJOYED BY THE NEWS OF THE
PROBABLE REOPENING OF THEIR UNIVERSITY AND THE PREPARATIONS THAT HAD BEEN ARRANGED
BY THE OFFICE ON PREPARATIONS. TWO OF THEM VOLUNTEERED TO GO BACK AND SPREAD THE
NEWSs THE MISSIONS OF BOTH STUDENTS HAVE CARRIED EFFECTe UP UNTIL NOW SOME EIGHTY
STUDENTS HAVE ARRIVED IN FREE CHINA AND SCORES ARE ON THE WAY.

44? MANY INTERESTING AND THRILLING STORIES ABOUT THE FLIGHT OF THE STUDENTS /ND
fACULTY MEMBERS FROM PEIPING TO FREE CHINA MAY NOW BE TOLDs ONE GROUP OF SEVEN OR
EIGHT STUDENTS WHQ TOOK A TRAIN FROM LOYANG TO SIAN FOUND AN UNCLAIMED PIECE OF
LUGGAGE, A BEDDING ROLL, THEY HAD LITTLE MONEY AND NO BEDDING OF THEIR OWN. HOW=
EVER, HONESTY PROMPTED THEM TO TURN THE PIECE OF LUGGAGE OVER TO THE LO8T AND FOUND
DEPARTMENT OF THE YeMeCeAes IN SIAN, TO MEET THEIR FINANCIAL NEED THEY BORROWED AN
AGGREGATE SUM OF TWO THOUSAND DOLLARS FROM THE YaMeCahe ON THE UNDERSTANDING THAT THE
MONEY WOULD BE RETURNED BY THE OFFICE ON PREPARATIONS. RECENTLY THE OFFICE RECEIVED
WORD THAT IT WAS NOT NECESSARY TO RETURN THE MONEY AS A MERCHANT WHO CLAIMED THE

LUGGAGE WILLINGLY PAID TWO THOUSAND DOLLARS TO COVER THE STUDENTS! DEBT AS A REWARD

P
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